
Minutes of a meeting of Puddletown Area Parish Council (PAPC) held at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday 14th November 2023, in Puddletown Village Hall. 

Initial/ Sign:  Date:  
Chairman: Cllr A Sheppard Page 1 of 3 

Present: Cllr Bendall, Cllr Brown, Cllr Green, Cllr Johnstone, Cllr Redman, Cllr Walton (Vice Chairman)  

Meeting Chair: Cllr Ridout (Chairman) 

Also in Attendance: 4 Members of the public were present. 
 

Clerk: Michelle Harrington  

Minute 
Number 

Comments  

114 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies have been received from Cllr Doe & Cllr Sheppard and accepted by all.  

115 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATION REQUESTS 
No declarations were made. NB this does not preclude any later declarations.  

116 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
1 Member of public wished to raise a concern regarding flooding in Millom Lane.  

Action: Clerk to liaise with Dorset Council Highways to request an update about Millom Lane flooding and 
what work is being undertaken to prevent future flooding.  

117 PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 
Proposed: Cllr Redman Seconded:  Cllr Johnstone 

RESOLVED: The minutes from the full council meeting held on Tuesday 10th October 2023 were approved 
and signed as a correct record the meeting. 
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MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES. 
A copy of the action log was submitted before the meeting. This was noted. 

PRIDE 
A report was submitted before the meeting, this was discussed. It was noted a report from the meeting held 
with the Dorset Police Crime Prevention Officer will be submitted shortly with their recommendations. 

Shutters: The replacement of the 1st floor shutters was postponed until December. 
Shutter Maintenance: The maintenance work on the remaining shutters was postponed until December. 
Toilet doors:  The replacement of the toilet doors, although it was agreed commercial stell doors were the 
preferred option it was decided to wait for the report as above before making the final decision.  

Flood Defence 
A report was submitted before the meeting, this was discussed.  
Proposed: Cllr Walton Seconded:  Cllr Redman 

RESOLVED: To approve contractor 1 to supply 45m of quick erect flood defence barriers. Using CIL reserves. 
Contractor 1 is Fluvial.  Barriers are £110 per barrier total £4,950, + VAT + delivery £180 (Total £6,120). 
Action: Clerk to place order for flood defences and liaise with Cllr Green for storage solutions.  
Action: Clerk & Cllr Green to investigate a permanent storage solution for flood barriers and sandbags.  

Orchard Meadow 
A report was submitted before the meeting, this was discussed. 
Proposed: Cllr Johnstone Seconded:  Cllr Walton 

RESOLVED: It was agreed to approve contractor 3 to install a new flat junior swing at a cost of £5,651.42 + 
VAT. Using CIL reserves. Contractor 3 is Playdale Playgrounds.   
Action: Cllr Johnstone to contact Playdale to place the order and arrange a suitable installation date.  

Management Plan:  A report was submitted before the meeting, this was discussed. 
Proposed: Cllr Johnstone Seconded:  Cllr Brown 

RESOLVED: To adopt the Orchard Meadow Management plan as submitted with recommended 
amendments. 
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Quarterly Playground Inspections: A report was submitted before the meeting, this was discussed.  
Proposed: Cllr Johnstone Seconded:  Cllr Brown 

RESOLVED: To retain the current quarterly playground inspector.  

Tolpuddle Bus Shelter: A response from Dorset Council Highways was noted: It states what is required before 
Dorset Council Highways will approve the installation, plus recommends Puddletown Area Parish Council 
consult neighbours to ensure they are happy the design and installation will not affect their visibility of the 
Highways.  
It was agreed before the Clerk proceed with further costings and resident consultations, that the Clerk try to 
acquire the number of “pick-ups” from the bus stop by Trent Close from the current Bus companies using the 
route.  

Action: Clerk to contact bus companies currently operating through Tolpuddle to enquire regarding the 
number of Pick-ups currently from the Trent Close Bus Stop.  

119 DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT 
The Dorset Council newsletters circulated before the meeting were noted.  

120 PCSO’S REPORT  
A report was circulated before the meeting, this was noted  

121 RECREATION AREAS 
It was noted the following playground safety inspections were carried out with the following findings: 
Tolpuddle – 3 posts on the Eastern entry point need replacing.   
Butt Close – Puddletown – All OK 
Recreation Ground – Puddletown – Bench in playpark area needs strengthening. Work underway. 

Action: The Clerk to purchase three new Chestnut posts and liaise with Cllr Green & Cllr Johnstone to 
transport and install.  
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PARISH MATTERS 
The recent litter pick was noted. Thanks were given to Cllr Johnstone and Julia Johnstone for organising. 

Clerk Probationary period & Community Governance Training.  A statement was submitted before the 
meeting, this was discussed.  

Proposed: Cllr Johnstone Seconded:  Cllr Rideout 

RESOLVED: Approval was given that the Clerk has passed her probationary period.   
To support the Clerk financially to undertake the Community Governance Level 4 training. Noting the Clerk 
will cover the cost of travel, accommodation and materials required, plus all work will be in the Clerks own 
time. Puddletown Area Parish Council agree to help cover the course fees, which will be split between the 
Clerks three Parish Council’s. Total cost is £6,100 total, £2,033 for Puddletown Area Parish Council over 2 
years.  

Correspondence:  
Notice Board: It was agreed by all, the old notice board can be restored and used by The Antique Map & 
Bookshop as a community book swap. 
Action: Clerk to advise a representative of the Antique Map & Book shop they can maintain and use the old 
Parish Council noticeboard as a community book swap. 

Flooding Millom Lane – Please refer to the public session.  

Memorial tree in Orchard Meadow. It was noted the person who planted the tree had done so without 
contacting the Parish Council. It was believed Cllr Johnstone may be aware of the person who planted the 
tree, although this has not been confirmed Cllr Johnstone will speak to the member of public believed to 
have planted the tree and request, they submit a retrospective application, as stated within the Provision for 
a Memorial policy, noting the tree may be removed and disposed of if no application is forthcoming.  

Action: Clerk to send a copy of the Provision of a Memorial policy and application to Cllr Johnstone.  
Action:  Cllr Johnstone to talk to person believed to have planted a memorial tree in OM and request they 
submit a retrospective application 
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Meeting closed at 9.05pm 
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PLANNING & LICENSING 
Application No. P/PAAF/2023/06096 
Location:  Manor Farm Waterston Lane Lower Waterston Dorset DT2 7SS 
Proposal:  Change of use from an agricultural building to a farm shop (vending machines) (Class E) 
Comment: Puddletown Area Parish Council have concerns about potential traffic implications as it is a 

busy road and the exit / entrance t the farm is on a bend.   

Application No. P/HOU/2023/05985 
Location:  The Stables The Green Puddletown DT2 8SN 
Proposal:  Erect front porch. Enlarge 2 No. windows and install 1 No. new window. 
Comment: Puddletown Area Parish Council object to this application on the following grounds: 

1.Overlooking: The new window on the western elevation will impact the resident directly 
opposite as this is overlooking their property.  
2. Effect within a Conservation area & Design and appearance. This property sits in the 
middle of a Conservation area, and the addition of the proposed porch and additional new 
large window will have a substantial effect changing in original character of the building 
and area.    

Application No. P/TRT/2023/06033 
Location:  Land to the rear of 10 White Hill Puddletown Dorchester DT2 8SB 
Proposal:  G1 Beech - Crown lift to give 4m separation from ground level 
Comment: We have been contacted by Dorset Council, as we are listed as the owner of this tree. 

RESOLVED: Clerk to submit the comments as approved above.  
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UPDATE FROM RIGHTS OF WAY, DRAINS, HEDGES, AND ROADS 
A copy of the following notices was submitted before the meeting for noting.  
The public notice informing of the proposed temporary closure of B3143 Church Hill Piddlehinton.. 
The public notice informing of the proposed temporary closure of B3390 Warewell Road, Warmwell.  

125 UPDATE FROM THE FLOOD WARDEN 
A report was submitted before the meeting, this was noted.  
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POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND REGISTERS FOR REVIEW 
No policies, procedures, or registers were submitted for review 
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FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS  
Monthly Payment Schedule 
A report was submitted before the meeting showing a total expenditure of £5,189.88 and Income of 
£20,261.76 for November 2023.   

Proposed Cllr Bendall Seconded Cllr Walton 
RESOLVED to approve payments totalling £5,189.88 in accordance with the November 2023 payment 
schedule. A copy of the schedule is available online. 

Action: Clerk to process monthly payments.   

Internal Audit. A copy of the Internal Auditors interim audit was submitted before the meeting. Noting the 
recommendation to ensure all Risk Assessments are conducted before the end of February 2024 to allow 
minuting at the full Council meeting before the end of March 2024. This will satisfy the External Audit 
requirements at AGAR form completion stage.  

128 ITEM FOR NEXT MEETING & DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Date: Tuesday 14th December 2023  
Location: Tolpuddle Village Hall 
Time: 19.00 


