
Clerks Report 
All recommendations in this report are made by the Clerk / RFO unless stated otherwise. 

Finance 
a1 Bank Balance 

Equals £80.47 
Unity – Day to Day £33,639.34 
Unity – Savings £3,034.22 
Redwood £75,650.80 
Total £112,404.83 

a2 Monthly Expenditure 
To approve the below expenditure 
 

Date Net VAT Total Description Supplier Bank Tender Power Used for Spend 

30.04.2025 £6.00 £0.00 £6.00 Bank Fees Unity Bank  Unity Trust ONLINE Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

30.04.2025 £38.00 £0.00 £38.00 
TEN Newsletter 
Printing 

Advantage Digital Print 
Ltd  Unity Trust ONLINE Newsletters - LGA 1972 s.142 

28.04.2025 £408.00 £81.60 £489.60 Scribe Subscription Starboard Systems Ltd  Unity Trust ONLINE Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

23.04.2025 £70.00 £0.00 £70.00 Internal Audit Fair Account  Unity Trust ONLINE Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

23.04.2025 £87.13 £17.43 £104.56 Play Pit Sand Bradfords 
Equals 
Money ONLINE 

Recreation - Local Government Act 1972, 
Sched. 14 para 27 

09.04.2025 £121.52 £0.00 £121.52 Refuse 
Dorset Council Waste 
Services  Unity Trust ONLINE Litter - Litter Act 1983, ss.5, 

 730.65 99.03 829.68      
 
 
Monthly Income 
To note the below income   

Date Net VAT Total Description Customer Bank 

25.04.2025 £28,714.50 £0.00 £28,714.50 Precept 
Dorset 
Council  Unity Trust 

08.04.2025 £0.00 £4,251.27 £4,251.27 VAT Refund HMRC  Unity Trust 

30.04.2025 £219.59 £0.00 £219.59 Interest 
Redwood 
Bank Redwood 

 28934.09 4251.27 33185.36    

       
 
 



 
b Parish Safety 
   To note and discuss any Parish Safety issue. N.B. Any issue raised after the agenda publication date will be reported verbally during the meeting. 
1. Playparks – Internal weekly inspections  

i. Butt Close – Noting new to report 
ii. Orchard Meadow – Noting new to report 
iii. Puddletown Rec. – Noting new to report 

2. Defibrillators 
i. Puddletown Library – Noting new to report 
ii. Martyrs Inns – Tolpuddle – Noting new to report 

 
c Action Log Updates. 
 A copy of the action log is below. N.B. Any action updated after the agenda publication date will be reported verbally during the meeting. 

1. Actions updated since the agenda publication.  

 

  



Action Log 

Short / Medium term projects 
   

Action 
Number 
(year 
number / 
consecutive 
number) 

When 
Initiated? 

Who is 
Actioned? 

Title Details Status (progress description plus colour code: Red - 
no progress; Amber - action in progress; Green - 
action completed)  

0425-162 08/04/2025 Clerk Community website Clerk to add to May Agenda 23-04-25 Complete  

0425-164 08/04/2025 Clerk Signage - Police Crime 
Commissioners Officer 

Clerk to add to May Agenda 23-04-25 Complete  

0425-166 08/04/2025 Clerk Payments Clerk to process payments  09-04-25 Complete  

0425-166 08/04/2025 Clerk APM Leaflets Clerk to confirm order with printers, and email 
Councillors to build a route map for 
distribution.  

10-04-25 Complete 
 

0425-167 a 08/04/2025 Clerk Bus Shelter - 
Tolpuddle East 

Clerk to communicate with neighbouring 
properties asking for their feedback on a 
possible installation of a bus shelter.  

  
 

0425-167b 08/04/2025 Clerk Letter regarding BOAT  Clerk to write a formal letter of complaint to 
Dorset Council, Environment Agency, and 
Natural England, stating the BOAT should be 
closed immediately to motorised vehicles.  

09-04-25 Draft letter sent to Cllr and Simon for feedback. 
10-04-25 Informed by Emma David A will be sending 
Simon a letter explaining background work taken place.  
Email sent to Cllr Ridout (Chairman) to ask for support not 
to send letter as may cause more harm than good. Agreed 
to wait till the following week to see DA letter and 
response. The re-write letter and send.  

 

0425-16d1 08/04/2025 Clerk Youth Council - 
Coombe Road 

Clerk to speak with the Youth Council to write 
a letter showing evidence of dangerous 
conditions on Coombe Road, plus the 
condition of the footpaths making it 
impassable. Council Chairperson to attend the 
next meeting with the Youth Council.  

  

 

0425-16d1 08/04/2025 Clerk / Cllr 
Ridout 

Youth Council - 
Footpaths 

Clerk / Chairperson to speak to the Youth 
Council to ask if they would like to conduct a 
feasibility study regarding a footpath 
connecting Athelhampton and Puddletown. It 
was noted there are three farmers who own 
land between the two areas. One farmer has 
stated they would be willing to discuss access 
across their land.  

  

 

0425-168 08/04/2025 Clerk GDPR & Standing 
Orders 

To adopt the General Data Protection 
Regulation Policy & Standing Orders with no 
amendments. Clerk to publish amended 
policies.  

17-04-25 Complete 

 

0425-169 08/04/2025 Clerk Planning Clerk to submit comments as agreed above.  09-04-25 Complete  



0325-156 d 11/03/2025 Clerk Slurry Lagoon It was noted the Liaison Committee had 
previously agreed to continue and report back 
to Council as and when meetings had taken 
place, which was expected to happen twice a 
year. Clerk to establish Committee members 
and see what action has been taken over the 
last 12-months.  

13-03-25 Email sent to Matt Soul - Affpuddle Clerk 

 

0325-156 e 11/03/2025 Clerk Tree Works Cler to contact contractor as the quote from 
Rempstone Tree Management was accepted. 
Cost £720 over and above previous quote.  
Also contact DC for permission to cut verge 
and hedge 

13-03-25 Chase email sent to David Ackerly cc'ed 
Stephen Mepham 

 

0225-146 d7 11/02/2025 Clerk Website Clerk to redesign Council website with the aim 
for a May launch.  

11-03-25 Clerk gave quick tour around new website 
(noting only half complete) 

 

0325-156 f1 
0125-134 d 

14/01/2025 Councillors 
/ Clerk 

Annual Meeting Councillors to email the Clerk with a list of local 
charities, societies and organisations who may 
be invited to have a table for the event. Clerk 
to add to the February agenda for further 
discussion.  11-03-25 Clerk to have printed 
and Councillors to distribute.  

15-01-25 Email sent to PVH & TVH. 15-01-25 PVH 
response stating they have pencilled in Wednesday 14th 
May 2025 from 5pm – 9pm, giving us time to discuss and 
confirm exact date. 07-02-25 TVH not able to offer 
Wednesday's can asked to look into Tuesday 17th June 
11-02-25 dates confirmed Puddletown 14-05-25 (Wed), 
Tolpuddle Tuesday 24-06-25. Clerk to finalise bookings, 
advertise both events; contact possible stall holders and 
schools. Clerk to update the Council flyers for the 
Community Speed Watch and join the Council in 
readiness for the event.  18-02-25 Email sent to Middle 
School and First School inviting them to open event and 
for PFTA's to have a stall. 19-02-25 Email sent to potential 
stall holders Parish Mag, Scouts, Community Cafe, 
Cricket Club, Library,  DC, Puddletown RFC,  Pride, 
Friends of Puddletown church, Girl guides, Ukulele Group, 
Short Mat Bowles, DP 13-03-25 Clerk emailed Octopress 
printers for quote to print flyer. Cllrs agreed to distribute 
but Clerk to also look into cheap leaflet distribution 
alternatives (Scouts) - Puddletown Stalls: Guide Dogs 
(with pup); Citizens Advice; Cottage Garden Society; 
Puddletown Library; PCC; Dorset Police; Puddletown VH 
(Yoga & Posture flex Pilates); Possible National Trust, 
Puddletown Patience Group.       Tolpuddle Stalls Dorset 
Police; Guide Dogs; Cottage Garden Society; Puddletown 
Library, National Trust; possible Tolpuddle Old Chapel 
Trust , Puddletown Patience Group 

 

0125-134 d 14/01/2025 Cllr 
Giancola 

Cllr Giancola to consult with the Primary Care 
Network about attendance for the Parish 
Meetings.  

  
 



0125-134 e5 14/01/2025 Clerk PRIDE Lease Clerk to investigate lease options, to include 
sub-letting. Structure integrity due to 
equipment weight. Contributions towards grass 
cutting, and landlords building insurance.  

23-01-25 Clerk emailed PRIDE representative asking they 
allow Cllr John Ridout and the Clerk access to the 
building. 23-01-25 Email received stating welcome most 
days. Email sent to Cllr Ridout asking for a list of dates. 

 

0125-134 e1 14/01/2025 Clerk Defib - Tolpuddle Clerk to contact the Martyr’s Museum to ask if 
they would be happy for us to install a 
defibrillator on the outside of their building. 
Noting electricity would be need for the 
cabinet. 08-04-25 MOP offered to contact a 
Museum representative on our behalf 

23-01-25 Email sent to the museum general email 

 

0125-134 e 
1224-12 b 

14-01-25 
10/12/2024 

Cllr 
Giancola & 
Clerk 

Defib Training Cllr Giancola to investigate Defib training 
sessions for residents and report back to 
Council.  Clerk to speak to Village Hall 
representative regarding the placement of a 
second defib on the outside of the village hall.  
- Defib not suitable outside village hall. 11-02-
25 Date set for May 10th 2025 between 10-
4pm. Clerk to finalise booking, and advertise 
the event.  Cllr Giancola to confirm date and 
time with trainer.  

13-12-24 Clerk spoke to a village Hall representative, and 
they stated it was likely the committee would support but 
clearly they would need to talk to the committee first and 
then come back to us.  14-01-25 Cllr Giancola & Cllr 
Brown to obtain a list of dates as to when each paramedic 
will be able to attend. Clerk then to consult with the 
appropriate village hall to book a suitable space and then 
advertise across the parish. 11-03-25 Tolpuddle booked 
for 31st May 2025 Cllr Brown working on date for 
Puddletown 

 

0125-134 e2 
1224-125 

10/12/2024 Cllr Hood Butt Close Play Park Cllr Hood to contact the First School to 
investigate running a project with them, to 
identify what items of equipment they may like 
to have in a new playpark area.  

17-12-24 Email from Cllr Hood to school sent 14-01-25 
Cllr Hood will try to catch up with the school 
representative to get the project underway and report 
back in February. 11-03-25 Cllr Hood report presented to 
Council. Verbal discussion only as not on agenda. Clerk to 
add to May agenda 

 

1124-104 12/11/2024 Clerk Street names Clerk to add Street name ratification for new 
development to agenda once information 
received form MOP regarding field names.  

  
 

0924-76 24/09/2024 Clerk Benches Clerk to add bench replacement to January 2025 
agenda.  

16-12-24 Postpone until bench survey carried out.  

0824-58c,  09/07/2024 Clerk Cricket Club 
Scoreboard 

0724-40a Clerk to amend the Facilities Use 
Agreement. 0824-58c - Clerk to organise a 
representative from PRIDE and the Cricket 
club to sign the amendment.  

16-07-24 Email sent to CC Rep stating FUA will be 
updated and presented to Council in August 20-07-24 
FUA amendment sent to Cllr Ridout for initial checks, will 
present to Council in August 14-08-24 Amended FUA sent 
to Cricket Club (Charlotte) and PRIDE (Barry) 

 

166f 13/02/2024 Clerk Puddletown Play Park 
Works 

Clerk to obtain necessary quotes for remedial 
work as required within the annual and 
quarterly inspection report.  

19-04-24 3 contractors contacted (Benches) 14-05-24 Cllr 
Ridout to identify within Puddletown Play Park which 
benches are memorial benches and report back to 
Council.  

 

155 09/01/2024 Clerk & 
Cllr Green 

Future flood prevention 
work 

Clerk with Cllr Green to contact the Blue 
Vinney landowner and Dorset Council 
Highways to ask what ditch clearance work 
they have scheduled in for Summer / Autumn 
2024, as they both have a responsibility to 

14-01-25 Cllr Green is still working on this and will report 
back 

 



stop flooding on the highway and within 
residents’ properties.    

0125-134 e5 
148 a3 

09/01/2024 Cllr Ridout PRIDE CCTV Cllr Sheppard to speak to a representative of 
PRIDE regarding covering the electric cost of 
the light and to discuss them installing a 
camera as part of the CCTV system they are 
planning. 

14-01-25 Cllr Ridout to Discuss at next PRIDE meeting 
and report bac 

 

      
 

      
 

      
 

  



Long term projects 
    

Action 
Number 
(year 
number / 
consecutive 
number) 

When 
Initiated? 

Who is 
Actioned? 

Title Details Status (progress description plus colour code: Red - 
no progress; Amber - action in progress; Green - 
action completed)  

0125-134 e 
1224-122 

14/05/2024 Clerk Neighbourhood Plan 14-05-24 Clerk to contact the local Planning 
Consultant who helped put the original 
Puddletown Neighbourhood Plan together, 
regarding the review process. 12-11-24 Clerk 
to contact previous Consultant to enquiry 
about next steps. Clerk to set up and 
Extraordinary meeting if required for Council to 
discuss their desires for the Neighbourhood 
plan review.  

Email received. "In terms of the need for a review – the 
plan was officially ‘made’ in June 2021 so in theory should 
be given significant weight in decision-making for at least 
5 years (rather than the 2 years which was the case until 
the NPPF was changed in December) – more if the Local 
Plan has a 5 year housing land supply.  So this change 
gives you some degree of comfort to June 2026.   
The now agreed Local Plan LDS programme suggests the 
following (the bits in italic is where I have added a bit more 
explanation): 
• Scoping and Early Engagement [September 2024] – to 
define the scope of its local plan and set out how it will 
engage the local community and stakeholders. 
• Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report [November 
2024] • Project Initiation Document and Gateway 1 
Assessment [November 2024] – identify and get feedback 
on up to five issues that pose a risk to the soundness 
and/or legal and procedural compliance of the local plan, 
from PINS or other technical expert (4 week turnaround, 6 
max) • Visioning and Strategy Engagement (8 weeks) 
[May 2025] - mandatory eight-week consultation intended 
to allow stakeholders to comment on which issues an area 
is facing and how they should be tackled 
• Gateway 2 Assessment [December 2025] – as per 
Gateway 1• Draft Plan Engagement (6 weeks) [March 
2026] - mandatory six-week consultation to allow the local 
community, statutory bodies and other stakeholders to 
comment on the draft local plan.  The LPA should then 
resolve the issues raised during the consultation prior to 
submitting the local plan for examination.• Gateway 3 
Assessment [October 2026] - to ensure that a local plan 
meets key requirements and is “ready to proceed to 
examination” PINS only, cannot pass if PINS say no. 
• Examination [November 2026] – generally using shorted 
consultations (3 weeks) and only focused on main 
changes • Adoption [May 2027] 

 



So the equivalent 2024 point referenced in the NP is now 
May 2027, although the Parish Council would have a 
good understanding of what the Local Plan is likely to 
send up saying about Puddletown by early (January / 
February) 2026 - as the committee reports will have the 
full draft of the Local Plan that is due to go out to 
consultation at that stage. 
The time it takes to review a plan varies depending on 
whether you are looking at extending the plan period / 
requiring new sites.  If you are worried about the 
possibility of the NP getting reduced weight after June 
2026 when the 5 years is up, then you may wish to think 
about starting a light touch review by the end of this 
calendar year to give sufficient time for the review to take 
place and the revised plan to be examined.  If not, then 
starting after March 2026 would make more sense, with 
the aim of extending the plan period and possibly looking 
at additional sites should the Local Plan indicate that this 
may be needed."   10-12-24 Council approved light tough 
review. Clerk to contact Jo Dorset Planning consultant 11-
12-24 Email sent to Jo asking for light touch review, plus 
to look to incorporate Tolpuddle, Burleston, Athelhampton.  
18-12-24 Response from Jo "Things have progressed a 
little - not least the NPPF and Government’s revised 
housing targets, as well as my workload – so I’m not in a 
position to start helping the PC straight away nor would it 
be prudent to until the dust settles a little on the housing 
uplift implications.  I am expecting to hear more from 
Dorset Council re their initial thoughts on NP housing 
targets early in the new year – and I will be away for much 
of January and have my workload fairly full for the rest of 
this financial year.  
So on this basis you may either wish to pause 
consideration until perhaps February, when I should have 
better clarity on the Dorset LP timescales and interim NP 
housing numbers, and touch base with me then to discuss 
whether I can help you April onwards (under the new 
grant), or if you do want to start sooner then you will need 
to find another consultant to help as unfortunately I cannot 
stretch to help you before then!" 14-01- 25 Clerk to e-mail 
consultant in February to ask she undertake a review in 
the new fiscal year 31-01-25 Email sent to Jo 17-04-25 
Chase email sent to Jo 

 



198e 09/04/2024 Clerk Land Registry  Clerk to carry out a Title deeds plan / register 
search, Application for an official search and  
Registration for Butt Close Play Park, 
Puddletown Recreation Area & Orchard 
Meadow. 

29-04-24 Update on Parish Matters support paper for May 
meeting 29-04-24 Solicitor engaged for Butt Close & 
Puddletown Rec 21-05-24 Clerk to advise solicitor to go 
ahead with the Puddletown Rec registration and asked for 
update on Butt Close 22-05-25 Email received stating Butt 
Close with land registry office. and confirming will start on 
Puddletown Rec 13-03-25 Email sent to chase 

 

118 14/11/2023 Clerk & 
Cllr green 

Flood Defence Storage Clerk & Cllr Green to investigate a permanent 
storage solution for flood barriers and 
sandbags.  

  
 

45a10 11/07/2023 Clerk Mechanical Road Sweep Clerk to chase previous request for a mechanical 
road sweep through Tolpuddle and Puddletown. 
Plus, to add a link to the PAPC Facebook page on 
where to request a Mechanical Road Sweep.  

18-07-23 Email sent to Kelly (old Clerk) as Facebook stating 
account registered to her personal address and has kicked my 
access. 12-09-23 During monthly meeting requested Cllr Parker 
come involved as not heard back 09-10-23 reported on DC 
portal for The Moor, & High Street Puddletown & Main Road 
Tolpuddle 12-09-23 During monthly meeting requested Cllr 
Parker come involved as not heard back. 25-10-23 Update 
requested from Emma. 29-10-23 update "I have raised all these 
concerns and have been assured they would be looked into, I 
would like to think that the bins will just be replaced, and the 
road sweeping would be done, happy to chase this again if this 
is not the case. I am struggling with the sign as it would seem 
no one really knows who is responsible for it." 14-01-25 Cllr 
Parker to chase 

 

41a2 11/07/2023 Clerk DWP Bin Puddletown 
Church 

Contact Dorset Council Waste Partnership to 
request the bin by the Puddletown Church be 
replaced with a larger bin, due to the removal of a 
second bin, reducing current capacity by 50% 

12-04-23 Requested on DC portal DWPPLB507160623 @ 15:44 
on 12-04-23. 27-04-23 Email sent to Poundbury Depot 11-07-
23 Clerk to contact DWP to chase. 17-07-23 Request sent to 
Cllr's for photographic evidence 12-09-23 During monthly 
meeting requested Cllr Parker come involved as not heard 
back. 25-10-23 Update requested from Emma. 29-10-23 
update "I have raised all these concerns and have been assured 
they would be looked into, I would like to think that the bins 
will just be replaced, and the road sweeping would be done, 
happy to chase this again if this is not the case. I am struggling 
with the sign as it would seem no one really knows who is 
responsible for it." 2-11-23 Note from Emma "I have received a 
email to say the commercial waste team will be in touch 
regarding the two bins as apparently, they are paid for services. 
Once they have been in contact, I will let you know. I am on 
leave now but will be checking my emails daily but not 
between Tuesday 7th - Friday 17th." 

 

 


